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Transgender
woman wins
court case

Judge rules birth

legislation violates Charter rights

MARIAM IBRAHIM
Edmonton Journal

In alandmark decision re-
leased Tuesday, an Alberta
judge has struck down sec-
tions of a provincial law re-
quiring proof of surgery be-
fore a transgender person’s
birth certificate can be
changed to accurately re-
flect their sex.

The case was brought by
a 23-year-old transgender
woman referred to only as
C.F., who was born a male
but completed her transi-
tion to female in 2011.

She successfully changed
her name to one that re-
flected her female identity,
but when she applied for a
new birth certificate, she re-
ceived a document that still
listed her gender as male.

“I found that so hurtful
that I literally didn’t look at
it again after receiving it in
2011. ITkept it in an opaque
envelope untilnow,” C.F. said
in an interview Wednesday.
Her identity is protected by
a court-ordered publication
ban.

She appealed to Alberta’s
director of vital statistics
on the grounds her original
birth certificate wrongly list-
ed her sex as male. The dir-
ector disagreed, prompting
C.F. to launch a Charter of
Rights challenge against Al-
berta’s Vital Statistics Act on
the grounds it discriminated
against transgender people.

In his 14-page decision,
Court of Queen’s Bench Jus-
tice Brian Burrows accepted
C.F.s arguments, ruling the
legislation violated her rights
and s “inconsistent with the
provisions of the Constitu-
tion of Canada and is, to
that extent, of no force or
effect.”

TODAV SWEATHER
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certificate

“It’s like
something from
ages gone by. It’s
very disturbing
stuff.”

COMPLAINANT “C.F.”

Burrows ordered the direc-
tor to issue a new birth cer-
tificate reflecting C.F.'s sexas
female within 30 days.

The ruling comes as the
Progressive Conservative
government signals it will
introduce amendmentsto the
Vital Statistics Act that will
scrap the requirement trans-
gender people undergo sur-
gery before their documen-
tation can be changed. The
amendments are expected
to be introduced during the
spring legislative session.

Josh Stewart, press sec-
retary to Justice Minister
Jonathan Denis, said the
province’s interpretation of
Burrows’ decision does not
require animmediate change
in practice.

Instead, transgender people
wishing to have their birth
certificates changed will
still have to meet a surgical
threshold or challenge the re-
quirement in court, he said.

“Birth certificates will
continue to be issued with
the sex recorded at birth. If
atransgender person wants
to receive a birth certificate
with aditferent gender desig-
nated on it, they can bring a
courtapplication as was done
in this case, or they can wait
for the regulations we’re pro-
posing to move forward,” he
said.

PAIN AT THE PUMPS A RITE OF SPRING
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Customers discover Wednesday prices had jumped to $1.25 a litre for regular unleaded at most stations in Edmonton.

Gas prices spike earlier than usual

O 03 Fill your tank
. for less than
$3: at three cents per litre for
regular unleaded, the price
of (heavily subsidized) gas in
Venezuela is the cheapest in

the world.
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matter how expensive gas gets.
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Along with the arrival of the
Easter Bunny comes at least
two other Canadian rites of
spring: the Maple Leafs mis-
sing the playoffs and a spike
in gas prices.

Pain was common at the
pumps Wednesday as drivers
awoke to sticker shock across
the country. InMontreal, the
price for alitre of unleaded
regular soared nine cents
overnight to$1.53;in Edmon-
ton, prices were up about five
cents to $1.25.

The national average was
above $1.37 per litre Wed-
nesday, according to price-
tracking website GasBuddy.
com — a big jump from last

GasBuddy co-founder Jason
Toews said the national aver-
age price has never been this
high at this time of year — al-
though it hasn't surpassed
the all-time record of $1.42
in September 2008.

Increases can largely be
chalked up to higher crude
prices, the exchange rate,
and a bump that normally
occurs as companies build
their inventories for the
summer driving season, said
Jason Parent, an analyst for
Ontario-based Kent Market-
ing Services.

Parent said the pain in the
pocketbook is likely only
temporary. Analysts say
prices usually drop in May.
With files from CP
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A University of Alberta pharmacology professor grew belladonna when imports from central Europe were cut off by the war.

April 24, 1943: Medicinal plant grown
to help ease wartime drug shortage

CHRIS ZDEB
Edmonton Journal

A University of Alberta
pharmacology professor
was credited for “doing the
impossible” with the first
large-scale production of the
medicinal plant belladonna
in Canada.

Alberta’s soil and climate,
combined with the ingenu-
ity and hard work of Dr. AW.
Matthews, resulted ina drug
of excellent quality, and with
abetter appearance than the
prewar supplies previous-
ly imported from Central
Europe, said officials of the
company in Eastern Canada
‘where the crop was sent.

Matthews took matters into
his own hands a year earlier
‘when drug companies were

forced to start rationing
belladonna.

The plant was used to in-
crease secretions of the
body, as well as by eye spe-
cialists to dilate the pupil.
Though widely regarded as
unsafe, belladonna is used
today as a sedative, to stop
bronchial spasms in asth-
ma and whooping cough,
and as a cold and hay fever
remedy. Also called deadly
nightshade,it is also used
for Parkinson’s disease, colic,
and as a painkiller.

Matthews had been culti-
vating drug plants ona small
scale when he heard of the
shortage and planted some
seeds in a greenhouse. He
then leased a vacant lot and
planted 5,000 young plants
early in June. Four months

of back-breaking work fol-
lowed as Matthews and his
assistant, Mervyn J. Huston,
mothered the slow-growing
plants through a wet sum-
mer, which further delayed
their growth.

At the end of the process,
Matthews found the harvest
yielded 750 pounds per acre,
a yield comparable to that
obtained under ideal condi-
tionsinalarge researchpro-
ject being carried out in the
eastern United States. But
the professor cautioned Al-
berta farmers about starting
to grow belladonna.

“The basis of growing the
crop depends entirely upon
hand labour and very special
care,” Matthews said.

“The plant is definitely not
adaptable tomass production

methods, and with the short-
age of labour growing worse
every day (because of the
‘war), the planters’ difficul-
ties are bound to increase,”
he added.

Matthews and his assistant
hoped some of the drugmade
from the plants would fill the
empty spaces on shelves of
‘western pharmacies.

“Thenwe will feel that our
‘work has been of some con-
sequence,” he said.
czdeb@cedmontonjournal .
com

edmontonjournal.com

To read more stories from
the series This Day in
Journal History, go to
edmontonjournal.com/
history

Journal goose-cam returns

Edmonton Journal

If this year’s never-ending
winter is making you doubt
spring will ever arrive, here’s
apositive sign of the season:
the goose-cam is back.

Go to edmontonjour-
nal.com over the next few
weeks to check a live web-
cam trained on a Canada
goose nest on a farm just
west of Edmonton. If you
keep a close watch, you might
see the eggs hatch later this
season.

The Journal’s goose-cam
has run every spring since
2008. Virtual birdwatchers
fromacross the country, the
United States and even the
United Kingdom and Aus-
tralia have tuned in to check
on Patience and her eggs.

BRUCE EDWARDS/EDMONTON JOURNAL
Patience is coming back. We will be streaming live at edmontonjournal.com from her nest.

Push is on for Prentice to run for PC leadership

Postmedia News

CALGARY — Willhe or won't
he?

Speculation is mounting
that former federal cabinet
minister Jim Prentice will
soon reveal whether he will
enter therace for Alberta Pro-
gressive Conservative leader
— and become the favourite
to win the premiership.

While Prentice and his
aides have been keeping mum
since AlisonRedford resigned
last month, there is no short-
age of high-profile support-
ersurging him to run.

Prentice, 57, served in the
Indian and Northern Affairs,

Industry and Environment
portfolios under Prime Min-
ister Stephen Harper before
resigning to become vice-
chairman of CIBC. Earlier
this year, he took a post with
Enbridge to work with First
Nations onissues surround-
ing the proposed Northern
Gateway oil pipeline.
Calgary East MP Deep-
ak Obhrai, a longtime PC
member, said there are many
people — including himself
— pushing Prentice to run.
‘While the Tories have gov-
erned Alberta for more than
four decades, the party is at
alow ebb after the implo-
sion of Redford’s leadership

over expense controversies
and caucus unrest. The party
has pushed out two leaders
within three years, trails the
Wildrose party in the polls
and is dealing with finan-
cial challenges.
“Whenyou'rein a position
like Mr. Prenticeis, these are
challenges you overcome,
these are not roadblocks
that stumble you down,”
said Obhrai, originally a Re-
form party MP. He also be-
lieves Prentice could ultim-
ately help bring the Tories
and Wildrose back together.
Prentice placed second in the
race for the federal PC leader-
ship in 2003 under a unite-

the-right platform.

David Higginbottom, who
ran Prentice’s federal cam-
paignin the 2008 electionin
Calgary Centre-North, said
the former MPis afiscal con-
servative who could bridge at
least some of the divide on
Alberta’s centre-right.

“It has to be an outsider.
They can't have any of Ali-
son’s baggage or the party’s
baggage — andin Jim’s case,
he has none of that,” Higgin-
bottom said.

PC party members choose
anew leader in September.
So far, the only declared can-
didate is Calgary-West MLA
Ken Hughes.
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CORRECTION

An item in Liane Faulder’s Food
Notes column on E6 Wednes-
day gave an incorrect date for
Slow Food's Indulgence event. It
takes place June 9.

LOTTERIES

Wednesday, April 23

Lotto 6/49: 22,25, 35, 40,45,
46 Bonus: 38

Guaranteed Prize Draw:
32380623-01

Western 6/49:16, 24,26, 30,
46,48, Bonus: 47

Pick 3:121

Extra: 5208885

Numbers are unofficial. In the
event of a discrepancy between
this list and the official num-
bers list, the latter shall prevail
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Crown’s argument displayed

‘stereotyping,
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Stewart said pending chan-
ges to the act will comply
with the ruling, noting it
“does put pressure on us to
change the law quicker.”

Inits current form, the Vital
Statistics Act requires proof
of gender reassignment sur-
geryin the form of two sworn
affidavits provided by med-
ical doctors.

“What this legislation re-
quires is that you not only
submit to dangerous, risky
surgery, but then actually at-
tend for ahumiliating genital
inspection before two separ-
ate physicians, both of whom
will make a value judgment
about whether your genitals
are sufficiently female,” C.F.
said. “It’s like something
from ages gone by. It’s very
disturbing stuff.”

The Alberta government
argued that by changing
the original sex designation
on a birth certificate to an
identity a person has subse-
quently developed, it “sends
the message that transgen-
dered people need to hide
(or be ashamed of) their true
identity as transgendered
persons who identify with
the opposite sex.”

judge says

Burrows rejected that argu-
ment, which he characterized
as “to say the least, remark-
able,” adding it “demon-
strates the very stereotyping
of which C.F. complains.”

“When asked, at the pres-
entation of this application,
how it could possibly mat-
ter that a person born male,
but who has transitioned and
lives female, have a birth cer-
tificate that says they are
female, counsel for Alberta
could offer no answer,” Bur-
rows wrote in his ruling.

“People should be willing to
stand up for themselves and
take these legal steps rather
than letting themselves be
walked all over,” she said.

Oneof thefirst things she’ll
do with her new birth cer-
tificate is apply for a pass-
port that reflects her proper
gender, she said.

Jan Buterman of the Trans
Equality Society of Alberta
said the system should be no
more onerous than for any
other citizen, “which should
be that you can show up and
say, ‘Yes, this is what I live
as now, I need to change it.”
It should take nothing more
than that,” he said.

mibrahim@
edmontonjournal.com
Twitter.com/mariamdena




